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it should not be thought that every one belongs to
this class. If one reads with open mind books such as
Maharastra Bhakta Vijaya (The Glories of the Saints
of Maharashtra), and .KarnataJra Bhakta Vijaya (Glo-
ries of the Saints of Karnataka) and the stories of the

South Indian devotees of Lord Siva as also the stories
of the Saints of other parts of the world, it will be clear
that in the past there were many many true devotees
and saints and there may be some now also. Their ex-
periences are guidelines for us and are, perhaps, better
than visual evidences. The words of true well-wisher
must be relied upon.

VI. Source Books and their authors:

For this treatise on the Process of Creation, the

main source is Srimad Bhagavatam and other Puranas
of Vyasa Maharsi. Generally the Process of Creation
forms an invariable section in every one of the Puranas.
We get more details in texts like Prakasa Samhita
and Visnu Purana. In the Puranas some portions
might have been dropped and some portions purposely
added. ("Kecit granthan praksipanti kecidantaritani

ca"). Therefore we must accept Srimad Bhagavatam
as the main source of information. What is s;nd in
other texts should necessarily be reconciled with5rirhacf

Bhagavatam^ says Sri Madhvacarya-

Yatha bhag&vatetuktam bhauvanam kosa JaJcsanam,
Tasyavirodhato yojyam anya granthantare sthitam.

What has been said here about geographical and
astronomical aspects applies equally to other aspects
of creation too.

The Haridasas of Karnataka have described the
Process of Creation in full conformity with the text of

Srimad Bhagavatam. They have composed their works
not merely by textual references; but, they have had
the benefit of spiritual experiences too. Many of them
were blessed with god-vision. Therefore they are our